Early Years Foundation Stage Philosophy
Verwood CE First School and Nursery

Children can attend our Nursery from the age of 2 years and they will remain in the Early Years until
the end of their Reception Year. Our Early Years setting is designed so that every child can enjoy
learning in a fun and exciting environment with the support of a very passionate team of Early Years
practitioners. As part of our practice, we deliver a varied, play-centred curriculum based on the Early
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), across the 7 areas of learning. We provide learning experiences
developed from child-led ideas and plan challenging and stimulating learning experiences, based on
the individual child, informed by observation and assessment.
At Verwood CE First School and Nursery we acknowledge the role that the Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS) plays in laying the secure foundations for future learning and development of life skills.
We feel it is important to view the EYFS as preparation for life and not simply preparation for the next
stage of education. As outlined in the EYFS:
‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their
potential. Children develop quickly in the Early Years and a child's experiences between birth and age
five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important
in its own right and it provides the foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents
as they grow up.’
We aim to provide the highest quality care and education for all our children thereby giving them a
strong foundation for their future learning. We create a safe and happy environment in which
everyone is included, respected and valued, so that they may grow in self-esteem and develop to their
full potential. We provide motivating and enjoyable learning experiences that enable children to
become confident, independent, self-disciplined, self-motivated and resilient. We value the individual
child and work alongside parents and others to ensure their needs are met and help every child to
reach their full potential. We pride ourselves on the positive relationships that we form with the
children in both Nursery and Reception and we inspire a love of learning and independence that will
remain with the children throughout their school life!
We hope that by taking children on their first steps through education that they will be confident and
happy to become lifelong learners, with the enthusiasm to accept challenge and embrace new
opportunities. We seek to develop and promote lively and inquisitive minds with the desire and skill
to explore new ideas. Foster a sense of awe and wonder and develop natural curiosity, so children
enjoy learning in and out of school. We encourage our children to believe in themselves, while
equipping them with the fundamental skills to enjoy and achieve in life.
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