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This policy outlines the purpose and management of the Maths taught and learned at Verwood C of E First School and Nursery. The school policy reflects the consensus of opinion of the teaching staff.  The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all the teaching staff. 

The importance of and entitlement to Maths
Mathematics is a creative and highly interconnected discipline that has been developed over centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. It is essential to everyday life, critical to science, technology and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and most forms of employment. A high-quality mathematics education therefore provides a foundation for understanding the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.

Aims and Objectives
· To provide a rich mathematics curriculum that lays the foundations for the future.
· To foster positive attitudes, build confidence and enable each child to experience success.
· To create a classroom where children confidently discuss mathematical ideas using appropriate and developed vocabulary.
· To develop an awareness of the need to use mathematical skills in the world beyond the classroom and an ability to apply skills to solve problems. 
· We believe that all children should be given opportunities to:
- explore within mathematics using concrete resources, before moving on to pictorial ways of representing their learning and finally by understanding maths in an abstract way.
- analyse and communicate information
- experience a range of practical tasks and real-life situations, and investigate these through partner talk, class discussion and use of practical resources
- experience the cross-curricular nature of mathematics

Inclusion, equality of opportunity and differentiation

Maths forms an integral and statutory element of a pupil’s entitlement to learning and at our school we ensure that all pupils can engage with Mathematical learning and develop as young mathematicians irrespective of their race, cultural background, gender, religion, creed, level of intellectual ability or physical and emotional circumstances.  

In our differentiated planning we take due regard of factors such as classroom organisation, learning materials and the learning environment. All children are given equal access to the programmes of study through differentiated support. Differentiation in terms of teaching methods and resources will be planned to meet the individual needs of the children. All children should have access to materials and opportunities suitable to their specific needs. Extra challenge is provided to deepen the learning of all children. 




Ensuring continuity and progression in learning

Whilst knowing more is an integral part of continuity and progression it is nevertheless just one element of it and merely sequencing subject content will not ensure on its own that our pupils become better mathematicians.  To ensure continuity and progression for all pupils the curriculum is carefully organised through a progression of skills from EYFS to Year 4 to ensure that our pupil’s skills, knowledge and understanding of maths develops in an effective way.

Approach to learning and teaching

In the foundation stage, Maths is an integral part of the curriculum. Numbers and maths are intertwined into the bases continued provision and is present within all of the areas, this includes for example, the home corner, construction area and outdoor area.

From Year 1 to Year 4 the children are taught Maths using Maths No Problem (MNP), a research-based approach to the teaching and learning of Maths. MNP uses a mastery teaching approach from Singapore. It is aligned to the 2014 English National Curriculum for Mathematics. It ensures that children learn to think mathematically and that they make connections and generalisations to help them learn. 

In maths, teachers:

· Teach mathematics relevant to each child’s ability, understanding and
 maturity using a variety of relevant strategies and resources, including the use of concrete resources where possible.
· To develop an understanding of mathematics through a process of enquiry and experiment.
· To encourage children to develop general strategies for reasoning and problem solving.
· To create positive attitudes within challenging yet secure situations, developing confidence and independence.
· To encourage parental involvement in mathematics.
· To aid the rapid recall of experienced routines and facts.

Summative Assessment

Maths comes under the ‘Number’ and ‘Shape, Space and Measure’ area of learning. Children are assessed against the Early Years Foundation Stage profile. 

Opportunities are facilitated whereby children begin to make sense of numbers by exploring, observing and asking questions about numbers, shape, space and measure in the environment around them. At the end of the academic year, practitioners indicate whether children are meeting, exceeding or not yet reaching the expected level within this area of learning. The result of children’s EYFS profile is shared with parents at the end of the year. 

We will also make and report to parents a summative judgement about a pupil’s knowledge and understanding of Maths three times a year from Reception, through to Year 4. This is done through two parent consultations and one end of year written report. Teachers assess children daily when they teach Maths, and may also have additional conversations with parents in an informal way as and when necessary. 

By the end of key stage one and two, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the various areas of Maths specified in the programme of study and each year group will assess the children according to the schools yearly breakdown of this. At the end the year a summative assessment is made of the children’s attainment and this is then shared with parents in their child’s annual report. 

At the end of each of the three learning stages, the teacher will be able to use their knowledge and understanding of each pupil gained through extensive formative assessment.  At this point they need to take into account the relative strengths and weaknesses of each pupil and reach a ‘best fit’ summative judgement taking into account the whole of the attainment target rather than specific parts of it.  Most critically this decision is based on the professional knowledge and judgement that the teacher possesses of the pupil, built up over an extended period of time, which is then used to make a rounded and holistic judgement of their attainment in Maths.

Responsibilities of Subject Lead 

The Maths subject lead has the responsibility to take a lead in developing Maths further across the school; monitoring the effectiveness of teaching and learning; and the use of resources. The Maths subject leader is responsible for the monitoring of the Maths curriculum; monitoring may be through a range of methods including:

· assessment of pupils’ learning
· scrutiny of pupils’ learning and teachers planning across the school for progression and to identify strengths and areas for development
· discussion amongst staff and staff feedback
· formal observations
· Interviews with pupils


Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed in line with the school’s policy review programme. 
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